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Events Guide Television Theater Video: The company had argued that Lipitor might be protected by patents expiring in
and but analysts have said those are minor patents not likely to be upheld. Gal said the extension would be worth more
than a billion dollars to Pfizer. Besides, Lipitor may not be much different from a variety of other statins that already are
sold as generics, says Dr. Gal said that the agreement meant that consumers would continue to pay branded
pharmaceutical prices for Lipitor longer than necessary. Pfizer, based in New York, said the agreement contained no
provisions that would run afoul of the Federal Trade Commission. But contrary to popular belief, generics aren't
identical to brand-name drugs, says pharmacologist Joe Graedon, co-creator of the consumer health column the People's
Pharmacy. Bernstein, said such an agreement clearly was not envisioned by the Hatch-Waxman Act, the law meant to
encourage generic drug competition. You agree to receive occasional updates and special offers for The New York
Times's products and services. Gal said the agreement was probably fashioned in such a way that it would avoid F.
Normally, one drug maker gets exclusive rights to make the low-cost generic version of a medication for the first six
months after it goes off patent. Please try again later. The expectation is that the generic will be just as effective as the
name-brand drug. You must select a newsletter to subscribe to. Is atorvastatin as good as Lipitor?Oct 5, - Brand Names:
Lipitor. Atorvastatin is the generic formulation of Pfizer's Lipitor, one of the best selling drugs of all time. The
cholesterol-lowering statin, is a familiar brand name that went the way of generics in Over its branded history, Lipitor
brought in over $ billion in sales for Pfizer. But now the. Jan 16, - In a concerted effort to hang on to its customers,
Pfizer cut deals with insurers and with companies that process prescriptions as part of an elaborate effort to keep Lipitor
available at prices that are just as cheap as or even cheaper than the generic competition. The company has also
appealed directly. Nov 23, - That is why it has come as such a shock to learn that Ranbaxy is pulling its , and milligram
doses of atorvastatin from the U.S. pharmacy shelves. The problem: 41 lots of atorvastatin were apparently
contaminated with small glass particles. You can go to the Ranbaxy website for lot numbers. Apr 25, - Generic statins
like Lipitor (atorvastatin) and Zocor (simvastatin) are still more popular, mostly because they cost less, but last year
Crestor was the fourth most If you have insurance or Medicare, you will likely see immediate savings as you switch to a
generic co-payalthough if your plan has preferred. Dec 20, - Photo source. With the news of availability of generic
Lipitor, a cholesterol lowering drug, sales of the prescription brand have plummeted, as expected. Is generic Lipitor
really the same as prescription Lipitor? Consider this: Generic drugs are identical to brand name drugs. True or False?
We know that. Nov 29, - Hepburn said Lipitor's going generic is the best news he's heard in a while. "If I want to stay
alive, I've got to keep taking these Some doctors report that patients taking Crestor, a statin made by Astra Zeneca, have
requested to switch to the generic Lipitor. "Whatever is the lowest cost and gets the LDL. You should not take
atorvastatin if you are allergic to it, if you are pregnant or breast-feeding, or if you have liver disease. Stop taking this
medication and tell your doctor right away if you become pregnant. Before taking atorvastatin, tell your doctor if you
have a thyroid disorder, muscle pain or weakness, a history of liver or. Feb 1, - So I can't give you an absolute guarantee
that generic atorvastatin will be equal to brand-name Lipitor. "But I can tell you this: I take Lipitor, and I'll be switching
to generic atorvastatin, so I will be following my own advice (something my wife has suggested that I should do more
often)." Read the full-length. Nov 29, - First, only one or two drug makers will produce the generic form of the drug,
atorvastatin, between now and May , essentially cornering the market and keeping the price relatively high. Second,
Pfizer, the maker of Lipitor, has reportedly negotiated lower prices for the drug with several large insurance. May 4, Now the process appears to have unraveled, leaving serious questions about who will make the cheaper form of Lipitor,
whether the price will really drop, Getting first-to-file status has become so important that generic-drug executives have
actually been known to sleep overnight in their cars in the FDA.
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