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Lipitor patent ends; generic available: Usually when a drug goes off patent, patients are forced by their insurance
companies to switch to generics they may not want; in this case, consumers who want generic Lipitor may not be able to
get it. The FDA said that it had found problems that could result in contamination and allergic reactions, and that the
company had not corrected them. The Best Diets for Your Heart. Amid repeated inquiries from journalists and others
about the pending approval, Ranbaxy refused to comment. Most active discussions votes comments. In return, some of
the companies are offering only Lipitor. Along with a low-fat diet, the drug lowers the risk for heart attack, stroke, chest
pain and some types of heart surgery. But contrary to popular belief, generics aren't identical to brand-name drugs, says
pharmacologist Joe Graedon, co-creator of the consumer health column the People's Pharmacy. Meanwhile, Pfizer,
which gets about one-sixth of its revenue from Lipitor, has started a strategy to retain as much revenue from Lipitor as
possible, at least until next June. At that point, demand for the brand-name drug all but disappears. In fact, he says his
website has become a magnet for reporting problems with generic drugs, which occur for three main reasons: The
last-minute decision ended widespread speculation over the outcome of a delay caused by long-standing manufacturing
issues at some Ranbaxy factories. Generic statins the class of cholesterol-lowering drugs to which Lipitor belongs are
just as good for 95 out of people, Santa says. Two generic versions, priced about 30 percent to 50 percent less than
Lipitor, originally had been expected to hit pharmacies starting Wednesday, offering some savings to the 3 million
Americans taking the cholesterol-lowering pill. What's tricky is that Pfizer, the biggest drug maker in the world, seems
to be using its muscle to make deals with the aim of undercutting the sale of generic Lipitor and limiting consumers'
access to it, Gordon says. The FDA has been under pressure because patients, insurers and consumer advocates wanted
widespread generic competition on time. Denise Bradley, a spokeswoman for Teva, the world's largest maker of generic
drugs, said she was not able to disclose either the reason for the deal or the amount of money involved. Rumors had been
floating over the past week that Ranbaxy was close to a financial settlement with the FDA that would include approval
to sell generic Lipitor. It seems to be working.Oct 5, - Brand Names: Lipitor. Atorvastatin is the generic formulation of
Pfizer's Lipitor, one of the best selling drugs of all time. The cholesterol-lowering statin, is a familiar brand name that
went the way of generics in Over its branded history, Lipitor brought in over $ billion in sales for Pfizer. But now the.
Feb 1, - In the February issue of the Harvard Health Letter, Editor in Chief Dr. Anthony L. Komaroff answers a question
that's on a lot of people's minds these days: is atorvastatin, the generic version of the cholesterol-lowering drug Lipitor,
as good as the brand-name drug? Generic atorvastatin became available for. Brand Names: Lipitor. Generic Name:
atorvastatin (Pronunciation: a TOR va sta tin). What is atorvastatin (Lipitor)? What are the possible side effects of
atorvastatin (Lipitor)? What is the most important information I should know about atorvastatin (Lipitor)? What should
I discuss with my healthcare provider before taking. Lipitor (atorvastatin) is a prescription drug used to lower blood
cholesterol. Common What is Lipitor (atorvastatin)?; Is Lipitor (atorvastatin) available as a generic drug? Lipitor may be
taken with or without food and at any time of day. woman thinking. From WebMD Logo. Tips to Better Manage Your
Migraine. Start Now. Jan 16, - Lipitor is the most prescribed name-brand drug in America - nearly million people take it
every day to control their cholesterol. Since the statin entered the market in , it's earned. Dec 20, - Photo source. With
the news of availability of generic Lipitor, a cholesterol lowering drug, sales of the prescription brand have plummeted,
as expected. Is generic Lipitor really the same as prescription Lipitor? Consider this: Generic drugs are identical to brand
name drugs. True or False? We know that. Nov 30, - Six months from now, when the cholesterol-cutting drug is open to
all generic manufacturers, the price will drop even more dramatically, Billings said. For now, two generic manufacturers
are producing atorvastatin, the non-branded form of Lipitor. The Indian drug maker Ranbaxy won the legal battle to
own. Nov 23, - It should come as no surprise that HMOs, insurance companies and many patients were thrilled to learn
that Lipitor lost its patent last November and would become available as generic atorvastatin at a reduced price. The first
manufacturer to market a generic version of Lipitor in the U.S. was an Indian. Nov 29, - The cholesterol-lowering drug
Lipitor goes generic tomorrow, but you won't save a lot of money switching to it, at least for now. And even if it could
help you save money, it's important to know that Lipitor is often not. Nov 29, - The million Americans who take Lipitor
for their high cholesterol are in for a pleasant surprise. On Wednesday, the drug's patent expires, opening the market for
cheaper, generic versions of the drug, lowering costs for consumers by about 50 percent.
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