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But Pfizer, which plans to use marketing muscle and clinical data to fight that migration, says that Lipitor has unique
benefits and is worth a premium price, especially for patients at high risk of heart attacks. But because Lipitor is so
much more popular than Vytorin, Pfizer has more to lose than Merck and Schering-Plough if generic simvastatin
becomes a standard treatment. But convincing American patients to give up a brand-name medicine and take a generic
drug is not easy, said Albert Rauch, a drug industry analyst at A. Statins work by interfering with the liver's ability to
synthesize LDL cholesterol. Edwards, a regional brokerage firm based in St. Instead, Express Scripts has devised a plan
that will offer patients taking generic simvastatin a much lower co-payment on their prescriptions. Events Guide
Television Theater Video: Steve Littlejohn, a spokesman for Express Scripts, said simvastatin was a viable alternative to
Lipitor for most patients. Other insurers also say the Zocor patent expiration is an opportunity to reduce drug spending.
JoAnne Foody, a practicing cardiologist and a professor at Yale University School of Medicine, said she expected to
continue prescribing Lipitor for her high-risk patients, who need the maximum possible reduction in cholesterol. But
Pfizer is fighting back. Last week, Express Scripts, a Missouri company that helps companies design drug benefit plans,
said it would drop Lipitor from its list of preferred drugs. An error has occurred. Ivax, a generic drug company, has
already said it will produce a generic version of the drug, and other companies plan to follow.A generic version of
Lipitor has been approved by the FDA. However, this does not mean that the product will necessarily be commercially
available - possibly because of drug patents and/or drug exclusivity. The following products are equivalent to Lipitor
and have been approved by the FDA. Sep 3, - NO. Noodles 28 Jun As of June there is not a generic version of Lipitor
available. A generic form is expected to come to market around November Pfizer and Ranbaxy (a generic manufacturer)
have entered into an agreement that will not allow Ranbaxy to make generic Lipitor until then. Jan 16, - Lipitor is the
most prescribed name-brand drug in America - nearly million people take it every day to control their cholesterol. Since
the statin entered the market in , it's earned. Apr 25, - Generic statins like Lipitor (atorvastatin) and Zocor (simvastatin)
are still more popular, mostly because they cost less, but last year Crestor was the If you choose to stick with the brand,
most plans will no longer cover brand-name Crestor once the generic is available, so expect to pay $ per month.
Atorvastatin (Lipitor) is an inexpensive drug that lowers levels of cholesterol and triglycerides in the blood. Atorvastatin
may also reduce the risk of heart attack or stroke in patients with risk factors for heart disease. This drug is more popular
than comparable drugs. As of , it is available in generic and brand versions. Nov 29, - The company has set up a
discount program called Lipitor for You, which will allow participants to sign up and receive a discount card to get
Lipitor for $4 a month. Pfizer has negotiated with health plans to make the drug available at or lower than the rate of
generic drugs for the next days. Feb 5, - One of the most commonly prescribed brand name drugs in the U.S., the
cholesterol-lowering drug Crestor, will become available in a generic version later drug atorvastatin (the generic version
of Lipitor) at $ for 30 days worth, even though generic versions have been available since the fall of Lipitor
(atorvastatin) is a prescription drug used to lower blood cholesterol. Common side What is Lipitor (atorvastatin)?; Is
Lipitor (atorvastatin) available as a generic drug? Do I need a Large quantities of grape fruit juice (> liters daily) also
will increase blood levels of Lipitor and should not be taken. The following. Nov 30, - Currently the generic version of
Lipitor will be produced by just two companies, according to The New York Times, which notes that when a drug patent
expires, the law allows only limited competition among generic brands in the first six months. But after May 31, other
generic versions will become available. Nov 23, - It should come as no surprise that HMOs, insurance companies and
many patients were thrilled to learn that Lipitor lost its patent last November and would become available as generic
atorvastatin at a reduced price. The first manufacturer to market a generic version of Lipitor in the U.S. was an Indian.

rubeninorchids.com

Page 1

