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As a result, the ATA recommends that whenever possible, patients remain on a brand name levothyroxine drug. If you
need to take a generic thyroid medication, there are two ways to help minimize any negative impact on your health.
Thyroid hormone replacement drugs including levothyroxine, liothyronine, and NDT are categorized as narrow
therapeutic index NTI drugs. Mary Shomon , Patient Expert. Article What's the Best Thyroid Medication? This is of
greatest importance for thyroid cancer survivors taking suppressive thyroid hormone replacement. Food and Drug
Administration. Because suppression is so important, experts recommend that thyroid cancer survivors on suppressive
therapy remain on a consistent brand-name levothyroxine drug. If you have a personal relationship with your
pharmacist, he or she may be willing to ensure that you get a generic from the same drug manufacturer with each refill.
Levothyroxine is sometimes referred to as l-thyroxine, L-T4 or synthetic T4. If you have symptoms, talk to your doctor
about having your thyroid levels rechecked to ensure that you are not experiencing potency fluctuations due to different
product potency. While a generic drug has the same active ingredients as a brand name, the FDA states: Each company's
formula for a particular dosage of levothyroxine tends to be consistent, so if drugmaker A's product is usually 96
percent, it will typically consistently run at about 96 percent potency. Again, because of differences in potency and
inactive ingredients, you may respond differently to that medication. For example, an allergy or sensitivity to inactive
ingredients in one generic versus another, or in a generic versus a brand-name drug, can affect how you respond to a
drug. The antithyroid drug PTU, used to treat hyperthyroidism, is only available as a generic in the U.May 3, - I was
taking Synthroid then my insurance decided that they wouldn't cover that drug anymore (only generic) unless the doctor
did a lot of paperwork and showed that it was medically necessary. She decided to prescribe the Levothyroxin instead,
and I have heard and read that there is a difference and Why in some cases levothyroxine is not as effective as. you may
get a generic levothyroxine medication instead of Synthroid, like the scenario below. In these cases, you may pay more
at the pharmacy if you have to ask for Synthroid. If your doctor doesn't protect your prescription with Dispense As
Written (DAW. A generic levothyroxine medication could be substituted for. A: Synthroid, Levoxyl, Levothyroid, and
Unithroid are the brand-name forms of thyroxine currently marketed in the U.S. In addition, there are several different
generic versions of thyroxine on the U.S. market. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) considers most of
these preparations to be equivalent to each. This study is an unblinded, randomized controlled cross-over study, which
involves taking 2 different forms of levothyroxine sequentially over a 16 week period. Subjects will have a total of 3
visits over this time period. At the first visit, subjects are randomized to receive either generic (Sandoz) levothyroxine or
Synthroid. Aug 3, - According to the FDA, there are at least three companies making generic levothyroxine, including
Lannett, Mylan, and Merck. For example, an allergy or sensitivity to inactive ingredients in one generic versus another,
or in a generic versus a brand-name drug, can affect how you respond to a drug. I was recently switched to the name
brand of Synthroid after taking the generic for 20 + years. I really didn't notice any side effects from the generic but
since switching to the name brand I have begun having hot flashes and night sweats (I'm WAY past menopause) and I
feel anxious, moody, my foot is. Dec 21, - We purposely compared Synthroid and the generic levothyroxine produced
by Sandoz because these formulations have an AB rating, ie, are considered by the FDA to be interchangeable. The
difference in circulating thyroid hormone and TSH might have been even greater had we compared BX-rated. Yes, there
are several generic versions of Synthroid available in the Untied States. Many of the generic versions currently available
are now essentially equivalent to Synthroid. However, even small differences in the amount of levothyroxine can be
important when it enters the body, so it is best to try to stay with the same. Learn more about Levothyroxine Sodium
Synthroid, Levoxyl, Levothroid, Unithroid, Tirosint, Levo-T, including a description, generic and brand names, drug
class and mechanism, preparations, storage, reasons for prescription, dosing, drug interactions, effect on pregnancy and
nursing mothers, and common side effects. Consumer information about the medication LEVOTHYROXINE - ORAL
(Levothroid, Levoxyl, Synthroid, Unithroid), includes side effects, drug interactions, recommended GENERIC NAME:
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LEVOTHYROXINE - ORAL (lee-voe-thye-ROX-een) USES: Levothyroxine is used to treat an underactive thyroid
(hypothyroidism).
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