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If side effects do occur, your doctor might lower your dose to see if the side effect will subside. Why can't I get the
generic? In addition, consumers can check other manufacturers to see if their generic products are AB rated, meaning
they meet therapeutic and bioequivalency standards as set by the FDA. Statins are useful in the treatment of high
cholesterol because they can decrease the incidence of major coronary events and death in patients. In addition, many
other manufacturers also make high-quality versions generic atorvastatin. Nonetheless, consumers should be proactive in
assessing the conditions of their medications if they have a concern. A pharmacist found a stray milligram mg tablet in a
sealed mg bottle, according to the U. But Pfizer's actions do raise questions about whether antitrust laws, which aim to
keep market competition fair, have been violated, Gordon says. But Pfizer is trying to rewrite that story. At the very
least, patients 40 to 75 years of age should know their year risk of heart attack and stroke and discuss this number with
their doctor. Besides, Lipitor may not be much different from a variety of other statins that already are sold as generics,
says Dr. Discussions with a healthcare provider can help define individual needs for statin treatment. Patients should
never discontinue any medication until discussing concerns with their prescribing physician. Lipitor is the most
prescribed name-brand drug in America nearly 3. Patients who drink grapefruit juice should discuss this possible
interaction with their doctor. These are not all the side effects that may occur with the use of atorvastatin. Check for
additional drug interactions here.Oct 5, - Learn about the the generic drug atorvastatin, including concerns about generic
drug quality. Atorvastatin (Lipitor) is an inexpensive drug that lowers levels of cholesterol and triglycerides in the blood.
Atorvastatin may also reduce the risk of heart attack or stroke in patients with risk factors for heart disease. This drug is
more popular than comparable drugs. As of , it is available in generic and brand versions. Nov 30, - The world's
biggest-selling drug has gone generic. Here's what the availability of atorvastatin means for you. Jul 31, - Learn about
Lipitor (Atorvastatin Calcium) may treat, uses, dosage, side effects, drug interactions, warnings, patient labeling,
reviews, and related medications. 1liter) of grapefruit juice. They should discuss all medication, both prescription and
over the counter, with their healthcare professional. Jul 17, - Substituting proprietary atorvastatin for its generic
formulation atorvastatin calcium does not result in a less effective management of hyperlipidemia. Our findings lend
support to the approach of lowering health care costs by switching patients from branded drugs to their less expensive
generic analogues. Nov 23, - The first manufacturer to market a generic version of Lipitor in the U.S. was an Indian
company called Ranbaxy. It is the largest generic drug manufacturer in India and sells a huge amount of generic
medicine in the U.S. Because it was the first off the starting line, Ranbaxy dominates generic sales of. Dec 7, Perspective from The New England Journal of Medicine Generic Atorvastatin and Health Care Costs. What is
atorvastatin? Atorvastatin oral tablet is a prescription drug. It's available as a brand-name drug called Lipitor. It's also
available in its generic form. Generic drugs usually cost less. In some cases, they may not be available in every strength
or form as the brand-name version. Apr 19, - Background Although generic medications are approved based on
bioequivalence with brand?name medications, there remains substantial concern regarding their clinical effectiveness
and safety. Lipitor, available as generic atorvastatin, is one of the most commonly prescribed statins. Therefore, we. Jan
27, - Over a dozen top-selling brand-name drugs have lost, or are about to lose, patent protection, which means other
companies can step in and sell less expensive, generic versions of the same drug. Brand-name drugs that lost patent
protection last year include Caduet, a blood pressure medication; Zyprexa.
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