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The Broward County grand-jury report concluded that the monitoring program should be "swiftly implemented and
adequately funded, by any means necessary. It's a pain-management clinic. Other local governments are passing similar
moratoriums. That's more than the number of fatalities from street drugs like cocaine and heroin. Maybe we have better
beaches, I don't know. He says he is prescribed medicine for chronic neck pain stemming from a forklift injury but
cannot get the medicine he needs anywhere near his home. He won't divulge what he is prescribed. The nation's top 25
oxycodone-dispensing doctors were all in Florida in the first half of ; 18 of them were in Broward County, according to
a Broward County state attorney grand-jury report. You want to stop the pill mills. That county had suspected overdose
deaths from legal pain pills in , up from in , according to published reports. Alarmed by the spread of the clinics, Palm
Beach County commissioners just passed a moratorium to keep new clinics from opening while officials try to hammer
out a solution. In the parking lot of the Broward Pain Clinic, there are just as many license plates from Ohio, Tennessee
and Kentucky as there are from Florida. State senator Dave Aronberg, who represents part of South Florida and is
sponsoring anti-pill-mill legislation, acknowledged that money is an unsolved matter. Real solutions are harder to come
by.Jul 28, - Missouri is following in the footsteps of Florida. Until about , Florida prescribed 10 times more oxycodone
than any other state in the country. Florida housed 90 of the top pharmacies buying oxycodone and became a notorious
destination for doctor shoppers across the country. In there were. Florida KEITH WILLIAMS MD Pain Medicine.
Claims Filled1, PORT CHARLOTTE Florida JORGE LEAL MD Pain Medicine. Claims Filled1, TAMPA Florida
OSCAR DEPAZ MD Physical Medicine Rehabilitation. Claims Filled1, GAINESVILLE Florida JOSE
GOMEZ-CORTES M.D. Internal Medicine. Aug 31, - Florida has long been the nation's center of the illegal sale of
prescription drugs: Doctors here bought 89 percent of all the Oxycodone sold in the country last year. At its peak, so
many out-of-staters flocked to Florida to buy drugs at more than 1, pain clinics that the state earned the nickname Oxy.
Aug 26, - Not too long ago, South Florida was a prescription painkiller dreamland, luring people from West Virginia to
Kentucky down Oxy Alley to get millions of pills. At the height of the wave, from to , Florida doctors purchased nine
times more oxycodone than doctors in the other 49 states combined. Sep 13, - But Purdue along with other Big Pharma
companies developing similar oxycodone-based products began pushing the drug for treatment of vague chronic
conditions like back pain. For the George twins, Florida was the best place to open pain clinics. The state had no
centralized prescription database. May 25, - Florida was the crucible of the opioid epidemic now gripping the US.
Before deaths from opiates spiked nationwide, the state's south corridor earned the name Oxy Express for its liberal
access to the extraordinarily powerful synthetic heroin painkiller, OxyContin. But after Florida spent years trying to
shake. By Health News Florida Staff Mar 28, On both Florida coasts, the toll of oxycodone continues, as a doctor is
arrested and clinic owners are convicted. The Boca Raton Police arrested Dr. Harry Kesten, 47, owner of Quick Test
Labs in Delray Beach, after he tried to buy $ worth of oxycodone pills, the South Florida. Nov 7, - Florida Blue said that
starting Jan. 1, the insurer will no longer cover the cost of OxyContin prescriptions and instead offer patients Xtampza
ER, an alternative opioid that resists crushing and contains a substance that neutralizes the effect of the opioid. Apr 13, A dramatic growth in the number of pain-management clinics has led to increased prescription-drug-overdose deaths in
Florida. Can new laws control the problem? Sep 16, - Attorney General Pam Bondi has launched her re-election
advertising campaign with a major milestone in Florida law enforcement: The death of the state's That means the DEA
numbers weren't tracking whether or not actual abuse had happened, just that Florida doctors were buying lots of
oxycodone.
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